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Greetings from IHFC. I am delighted to be writing this note celebrating five

years of our journey in enabling cobotics in India. Our efforts is creating an

innovation ecosystem where humans and robots work together to solve

real world  challenges are seeing the emergence of research groups and

startups in drones,  medical cobotics and resulting in impact on the ground. 

We have established  partnerships with our co-innovation centres and are 

supporting the dreams of  young innovators across the country. �s we 

move to the next phase of our journey  we need to strengthen our linkages 

with researchers, academia, industry and  government to see that we solve 

relevant problems and create cost effective  sustainable solutions that 

have mass uptake.  

We invite you to partner with us to make India a global leader in cobotics�

Its popularly said, that time goes fast when you love what you are doing and

having fun and its already been almost �3 �
�B� to the launch of our NMICPS

mission and what a fabulous journey has it been.

When we kickstarted this mission the passion and energy was felt within all the 

hubs. The determination to make India truly �atmnirbhar was the vision of all 

and i can proudly say it reflects in their success today with all their targets 

achieved. The Hubs success is the Mission success by itself with the focus 

areas to achieve success in being Technology Development , Entrepreneurship 

Development, Skill Development and International Collaborations and 

associations which has been greatly accelerated in last few months.4

Today our mission is impacting young minds starting from school children to 

work in the area of Cyber Physical Systems through various programs launched 

by IHFC particularly such as Delhi Robotics League , Delhi Hackathon, 

Engineering Design for Green Technology , United Nations Robotics for Good 

Youth Challenge , India , Emerging Technologies for Environment  program with 

the Punjab State Council for Science and Technology , MoE, forward and climate 

change , Govt of India ,  and more such  programs for school children. IHFC's 

Teacher Training Program  to about �6� teachers  in Robotics and �I for CISCE 

has also been implemented to set the ball rolling.

Its remarkable to see such vision and action from the Hubs and its indeed a 

promising indication to the success of the mission .

Thanks0
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As we celebrate IHFC’s five-year journey, I take immense pride in the thriving

ecosystem we’ve built home to nearly 40 startups and 25 early-stage 

entrepreneurs, some already successful and others showing great promise. 

We are currently running over 40 translational R&D projects across 25 premier 

institutes, reflecting our deep commitment to innovation that impacts lives.





Over the years, we have developed robust processes to onboard and nurture 

high-quality researchers and innovators, fueling the future of deep tech in 

India. Our 10 Co-Innovation Centres, established in collaboration with forward-

looking institutions across the country, are designed to be hubs of co-creation 

and impact.





IHFC is also working closely with state governments and central education 

boards to bring this vision to the secondary and senior secondary school 

level, igniting curiosity and building capability in young minds. These students, 

we believe, will be the ones to drive the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.





We remain committed to our mission of empowering India through innovation, 

collaboration, and human-centric technology.





– Ashutosh Dutt Sharma


CEO, IHFC

As IHFC completes five years, I take immense pride in what we’ve built 

together. The journey so far has been inspiring, fulfilling, and one of constant 

growth. With 38 startups incubated and over 40 R&D projects supported, 

IHFC is steadily advancing towards becoming a national leader in collaborative 

robotics.

At its core, IHFC was created to bridge the gap between research and real-

world application and we’re proud to see that vision take shape. One of our 

startups has received recognition from the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, 

while others are making breakthroughs in deep-tech innovatio4

We’ve forged new global collaborations with the "ational Association of 

Entrepreneurship, Embassy of Vietnam and Odense Robotics, Denmark 

strengthening our international network and innovation pipeline.

As we move forward, our mission remains clearQ to build an enabling 

ecosystem that supports cost-effective, impactful cobotics solutions for India 

and the world. We believe that technology must serve people and at IHFC, 

that belief drives everything we do,

Let’s keep building, innovating, and leading—the IHFC way.
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IHFC has partnered with leading institutes across India to

establish 10 Co-Innovation Centres (CiCs) that drive deep-tech

innovation and entrepreneurship. Focused on areas like AI,

robotics, and IoT, CiCs support students and startups with

incubation, funding, and training.£

Aligned with Viksit Bharat and Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the initiative

promotes research translation and product development, creating

a self-reliant tech ecosystem that empowers youth to innovate

and compete globally.

GLIMPSES OF CIC INAUGRATIONS
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OUR CO-INNOVATION CENTRES

Karunya Institute of Technology 

and Science, Tamil Nadu

B.S. Abdur Rahman Crescent 

Institute of Science and 

Technology, Tamil Nadu 

Indian Institute of Engineering 

Science & Technology (IIEST), 

Kolkata

Indraprastha Institute of 

Information Technology, Delhi

Indian Institute of Technology,

Gandhinagar

Delhi Technological University, 

Delhi

Nitte Meenakshi Institute of 

Technology, Karnatka

Thapar Institute of Engineering 

and Technology, Punjab

SRM Institute of Science and 

Technology, Tamil Nadu

People’s Education Society 

University, Karnatka



Shree Guru Gobind Singh Tricentenary University

IHFC has partnered with Shree Guru Gobind Singh Tricentenary University to

drive MedTech innovation in India. The collaboration launched with a call for 

proposals in medical robotics and healthcare AI, offering funding support of up 

to ₹25 lakhs for breakthrough solutions.

OUR key Partnerships

6

IHFC and ídense éobotics, Denmark, are set to collaborate on research and 

development, startup initiatives, and student exchange programs. This 

partnership fosters technological exchange between India and Denmark, driving 

deeptech innovation through Úoint efforts to promote collaboration and 

knowledge sharing in emerging deep-tech technologies.

Odense Robotics, �enmar�

IHFC and Vietnam6s <ational Association of 0ntrepreneurship signed an MoU to

foster entrepreneurship in youth, strengthen the startup ecosystem, and

expand innovation centres across Vietnam. The collaboration aims to provide 

comprehensive support to startups, encouraging innovation, collaboration, and 

transformative growth.

National Association of Entrepreneurship, Vietnam 

Wadhwani Foundation

IHFC collaborated with the �adhwani Group to launch the �adhwani Liftoff 

Propel Program, a zero-cost, zero-equity initiative that supports Deeptech, AI, 

and Cobotics startups with investor access, mentorship, startup credits, and 

scaling support.

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Infra Ltd, Mumbai

IHFC has facilitated a key industrial collaboration between Jet Aerospace (an 

IHFC-incubated startup) and Larsen & Toubro (L&T) through an MoU to co-

develop and deploy an Autonomous Paint-Spraying Drone for high-wall and 

pillar applications — a maÚor step in advancing industrial automation.



IHFC IN MEDIA

IHFC’s CEO, Mr. Ashutosh Dutt Sharma was specially 

selected by the U.S. Department of State to participate 

in the prestigious International Visitor Leadership 

Program (IVLP) on “Workforce Development for Critical 

and Emerging Technologies in the Quad.” 

His insights and contributions, learnings and takeaways 

have been featured in SPAN Magazine—the official 

online newsletter of the U.S. Embassy in India. 

IHFC and Vietnam�s National Association of

Entrepreneurship signed an MoU to foster youth

entrepreneurship, strengthen the startup

ecosystem, and expand innovation centres across

Vietnam. This was spotlighted on ET Now

Swadesh. 

Delegation Visit- Odense Robotics

IN�E NA�I�NA� EN�A�EMEN�
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IHFC recently hosted a delegation from Odense 

Robotics (Denmark) as a part of GINP building robotics 

network launch phase 1 to explore opportunities for joint 

innovation in the field of robotics and cobotics exploring 

areas of MedTech, Agritech, Drones and Industry ).?.  

This visit marked the beginning of our association, 

aimed at fostering cross3border collaboration in deep3

tech and applied research. 

The delegation visited IHFC’s core innovation facilities, 

including the Medical Cobotics Centre (MCC), and Co3

Innovation Centres (CiCs). They engaged with IHFC3

supported startups, researchers, partners and VCs. The 

visit set the stage for potential joint projects, student  

exchange programs, and deeper engagement in shaping 

the future of collaborative robotics in India and Denmark%
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OUR CSR dRIVEN PROJECTS

IHFC’S INNOVATION SHOWCASE

Drone Technology Training with IRCON

Grand Project on Affordable AI-driven

Bionic Hand

IHFC partnered with IRCON, a Government of India 

undertaking, to offer a CSR-backed training 

program in Drone Technology for underprivileged 

youth. By February 2025, 50 students were 

trained for roles like Drone Technicians, Engineers, 

and Quality Control Specialists. The program 

combined technical knowledge with hands-on 

trainingØ

IHFC started off the GP 2.0 Affordable AI-driven 

Bionic Hand project under the domain of Assistive 

Robotics with four PIs from Tezpur University, IIT 

Jodhpur, Karunya Institute of Technology, and IIT 

Delhi. They aim to develop a smart prosthetic hand 

that uses AI to interpret muscle signals and adapt 

in real time, offering intuitive control, enhanced 

mobility, and improved quality of life for individuals 

with upper limb amputations.

IHFC actively participated in TIPS U.0 

organized by DST, GoI and hosted by IITI 

DRISHTI CPS FOUNDATION presenting 

cutting-edge technologies and facilities. 

IHFC’s incubated Startups Arka Aerospace 

and Ayudyog pitched to top YCs, seizing 

opportunities to scale impact and innovationV

IHFC at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, 

Bhzbaneswar

IHFC at TIP� ���

IHFC’s incubated startup Ayudyog presented 

their  AI and spectroscopy-based technology for 

quality control in the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya 

Divas in Bhubaneswar. The event was attended 

by distinguished guests, including India’s 

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, 

Minister of Labour and Employment and Youth 

Affairs and Sports Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, and 

Odisha’s Chief Minister Shri Mohan Charan 

Majhi.



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

29

IHFC hosted a Lab to Market Workshop at 

IIT Delhi Sonipat, guiding researchers, 

startups, and students on translating 

innovation and market-ready products and 

promoting indigenous tech development.

LAB TO MARKET WORKSHOP

Workshop on Innovation in 

Medical Devices

IHFC, in collaboration with the SET Facility 

at AIIMS Delhi, organized a workshop on 

Innovation in Medical Devices, featuring 

expert talks, live demos, and panels on co-

creation, clinical validation, and 

commercialization of MedTech solutionsÞ

As the innovation partner for IIT Delhi’s

annual tech fest Tryst, IHFC organized a

panel on �obotics, AI, and Cobotics, 

fostering innovation, industry-academia 

collaboration, and startup investment 

insights.

IHFC hosted ZAI Day for Startups V DelhiC 

with Google for Startups to equip early-

stage startups with tools and insights on 

Generative AI, AI Agents, Multimodal AI, and 

AI commercialization.

AI Day for Startups

As part of our collaboration with 

Uttarakhand Board of Technical Education 

(UBTE), IHFC hosted a week-long program 

for polytechnic teachers of UBTE upskilling 

them in emergering technologies in Electric 

Vehicles. 

Faculty development program

IHF� AT TRYST 2025





8th January’25

Mr. Gareth Tucker

Title: Investigating the use of

robotics & automation for 

train maintenance, inspection

& servicing

14th May’25

Mr. Íuraj ÉonaËÇrÇ

Title: Innovating at the

edge

12th February’25

Mr. �a�ana �Çnja�urÇ

Title: ,merging 

frontiers in human-

robot Interaction

50th

49th

4Dth

11th June’25

Mr. �upeKh TrÇpathÇ

Title: Leading through 

change in the era of 

Cobotics

4uth

5yxt

5|{~

Dr. Anju Gupta

MrK. AkKhata �arÇ

Title: Investment 

readiness for founders

Title: Reach for the top! 

Stop at nothing!

9th April’25

12th March’25

COBOTALKS

EVERY SECOND WEDNESDAY

"Exploring robotics innovations, industry trends, and 

how technology is shaping the future of work and life."

Monthly

Scan the QR code to visit our YouTube channel & watch all the 

insightful Cobotalks sessions, featuring top experts showcasing their 

groundbreaking ideas in collaborative robotics.

Watch More on YouTube

Women’s Day Special 50th Cobotalp

IHFC’s 5th Year Anni~ersary Special

11



Watch out for:

I-hub foundation for Cobotics

Editorial Team Contact

Piya Basu

Neha Gupta

Corporate µ´´ice

Articles contributed by IHFC’s 

R&D, Startup, CiC and READY  

and Education, Research and 

Upskilling Team

IHFC, Research & 

Inno�ation �ar�, IIT Delhi, 

Hauz Khas, New Delhi - 

110016

+91 704265-54553 contact@ihfc.co.in

MZ-122, IIT Delhi, Hauz 

Khas, New Delhi- 

110016, In^ia

Akshay iangae

Shubham gupta

Registered µ´´ice

robotics for good youth challenge

Date: 8 µctober 2025

Venue: Yashobhoomi 

Convention Centr
e

Theme: Food Security 

Challenge


